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8.7.4.1 	Own Error
	� If, however, a competitor makes an error such as cross-firing or select-

ing a target which has been used and not reset, he shall be responsible 
and no time adjustment will be made.

8.7.5 	 Scoring of Shooting
	� For all shooting in competitions, a system of scoring the shooting must 

be put in place by the OC. Each shot that is fired in a competition must 
be observed by three independent persons or methods. For OWG, WCH 
and WC competitions, the system shall consist of the electronic target 
scoring device and two separate observations by Range Officials.

9. THE FINISH, COMPETITION TIME AND RESULTS

9.1 	   THE FINISH

9.1.1 	 Moment of Finish
	� Finish is the moment when a competitor’s or a Relay team’s competition 

time ends. When electronic timing is used, the finish will occur when the 
beam of the electronic sensor at the finish line is broken by the competi-
tor. When manual timing is used, the finish will occur when the competi-
tor crosses the finish line with one or both feet. In Relay competitions 
the timing is to be taken from the last member to finish.

9.2 	   COMPETITION TIME

	� The competition time is the period of elapsed time during the competi-
tion on which the placing of a competitor or Relay team in the results 
of the competition are based. The time always includes any penalties or 
adjustments imposed or awarded by the Competition Jury.

9.2.1 	 Individual Competitions
	� In Individual competitions, the competitor’s time will be the elapsed 

time between start and finish plus any shot-penalty minutes imposed.

9.2.2 	 Sprint, Pursuit and Mass Start Competitions
	� In Sprint, Pursuit and Mass Start competitions the competitor’s time will 

be the elapsed time between start and finish. In the Pursuit competition 
and the Mass Start competition, the first competitor to cross the finish 
line, subject to penalties and time adjustments, shall be declared the 
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winner. This also applies to the rankings of subsequent fi nishers.

9.2.3  Overtaken competitors in Pursuit and Mass Start competitions
  At OWG, WCH and WC, in Pursuit and Mass Start competitions if the 

leading competitor laps a competitor on the course, the overtaken com-
petitor must withdraw from the competition at a suitable area in connec-
tion with the shooting range. 

9.2.4  Relay Competitions
  In all Relay competitions the competition time of a team member shall 

be the elapsed time from the start, or hand-over, to the next completed 
hand-over or from the hand-over to the fi nish. The total time of a Relay 
team is the time elapsed between the start of the fi rst member to the 
fi nish of the last member. The time of the incoming member stops when 
he crosses the timing line into the hand-over zone and the time of the 
outgoing member begins at the same moment. 

9.2.4.1  Placing in Relay competition
  The placings of Relay teams in the results shall be decided by the order 

of fi nish of their respective last competitors, subject to time penalties or 
time adjustments. 

9.2.5  Equal Time – Tie
  If two or more competitors have the same competition time, they shall 

be placed in the results with equal (tie) rankings. At OWG, WCH, Y/J 
WCH, WC and OEC U26 in Pursuit, Mass Start and Relay competitions, if 
analysis of the photo-fi nish camera data cannot resolve the order of fi n-
ish of two or more athletes then a tie shall be declared. Equal placings 
(tie) in a competition shall be given an equal number of points. 

9.2.6  Photo-Finish
  At OWG, WCH, Y/JWCH, WC, and OEC U26 in Pursuit, Mass Start and Re-

lay competitions, a photo-fi nish camera must be installed at the fi nish 
line to record the fi nish. The camera must be placed exactly in line with 
the fi nish line and in such a position that the entire fi nish line is seen by 
the camera. If the photo-fi nish record is required to decide the order of 
fi nish, the order in the photo-fi nish record shall determine the placings. 
The decision shall be based on the fi rst part of the fi rst foot crossing the 
fi nish line. If there is a photo fi nish, the Competition Jury shall decide 
the fi nish order based on the photo fi nish record. 
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9.2.6.1 	Finish Video Camera
	� At OWG, WCH, Y/JWCH, WC and OEC U26 events a video camera must be 

installed at the finish in such a way that it will record the start numbers 
of competitors as they cross the finish line. Such a system is recom-
mended for all other events as well. 

9.2.7 	 Intermediate Times
	� At OWG, WCH, Y/JWCH and WC competitions, times after each bout of 

shooting must be available to the electronic information board, the me-
dia and teams. An intermediate timing line will be set after the penalty 
loop (or after the range for the Individual competition) and each com-
petitor’s time shall be recorded after each bout of shooting. 

9.3 	   TIMING SYSTEMS 

9.3.1 	 Requirements 
	� Competition time must be measured electronically, backed by manual 

timing. Manual timing shall be used only if the electronic system fails 
during the competition. Specifications of timing equipments are given in 
the IBU Material Catalogue (Annex A). 

9.3.2 	 Units of Measurement
	� Electronically and manually measured competition times must be regis-

tered to 1/10 (0.1) of a second. 

9.4 	   THE COMPETITION RESULTS 

9.4.1 	 General
	� Results are the record of the performance of the competitors or teams 

in a competition. The OC shall be responsible for producing and distrib-
uting the results on paper and electronically. At all IBU events, English 
must be used in the results, however, more than one language may be 
used in the same results. Provisional and Final Results must include the 
following information:

	 a. 	Name and location of the event;
	 b. 	Type, time and date of the competition;
	 c. 	Course and weather data;
	 d. 	Names of the Competition Jury members;
	 e. 	Signature of the TD;
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 f.  Number of entered competitors and total ranked;
 g.  Number of those who did not start and did not fi nish;
 h.  Notes about imposed penalties: article, time adjustment or kind of 

penalty;
 i.  Columns for:
  - placings, in ranking order from fi rst to last;
  - start numbers;
  - last and fi rst names of competitors;
  - NF or team;
  - shooting penalties per bout;
  - shooting penalties, total;
  - ski times to 1/10 (0.1) second;
  - total time, and team time in Relay;
  - time behind;
  - World Cup points (when appropriate);
  - Nations Cup points (when appropriate).
  For the Pursuit Competition the times shown will be the time behind the 

fi rst starter for the winner, followed by the time behind the winner for 
the remaining competitors. 

9.4.1.1  Ties
  If there is an equal competition time, the tied competitors shall be given 

equal ranking and equal points in the results, however, there shall be no 
next placing in the results. 

9.4.2  Types of Results
  There are three types of results: Intermediate, Provisional and Final. 

9.4.2.1  Intermediate Results
  Intermediate Results refl ect the competition situation during the com-

petition and are for information only. They will be displayed on the score 
board, announced by the public announcer and will be available through 
the electronic information system. 

9.4.2.2  Provisional Results
  Provisional Results are the fi rst offi cial record of the competition pro-

duced by the OC after the last fi nish. Provisional Results are always sub-
ject to protest and must be published and posted at the fi nish area and 
competition offi ce as soon as possible after the fi nish of the last com-
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petitor. The TD must sign and write the time of posting on the Provisional 
Results List so that the end of the protest period will be clear. 

9.4.2.3 	Final Results
	� The Final Results are the incontestable final record of the competition 

and must be published immediately after the deadline for protests has 
passed, or as soon as the Competition Jury has made its decisions on 
protests which were submitted. 

9.4.3 	 Results Booklet
	� The Final Results and other important information about all the compe-

titions for all IBU events must be made into a booklet. The booklet must 
contain:

	 a. 	the event program;
	 b. 	participant list - NFs, competitors, trainers;
	 c. 	decisions of the Competition Jury and Jury of Appeal;
	 d. 	all Final Results, with applicable points lists and title page.

	 All results pages of the booklet must be on white paper only. 

9.4.4 	 Distribution of Booklets and Results
	� At all IBU events, one copy of the Results Booklet must be distributed to 

all NFs that have participated in the event. If this cannot be done before 
their departure, the booklet must be sent by mail as soon as it is ready. 
A copy of the Results Booklet must be sent to the SG of the IBU. In ad-
dition, the Results Booklet, and CD, produced at the WC Final must be 
sent to all NFs that have participated in any WC event during the season. 
One copy of each results list and meeting minutes as well as analysis 
after each competition shall be distributed to the mailbox of each par-
ticipating NF. Additional copies shall be available at the competition of-
fice upon request. 

10. PROTESTS 

10.1 	   GENERAL

	� Protests must be submitted in writing, using the official IBU Protest Form, 
to the Competition Secretary, for the Competition Jury, and must be ac-
companied by a fee of EUR 50, or equivalent in the currency of the host NF. 
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The IBU protest form can be obtained from the Competition Secretary.
If the protest is upheld, the money shall be paid back. If the protest is 
rejected, the money will go to the IBU. 

10.2    PROTEST TYPES AND CONDITIONS 

10.2.1  Eligibility Protests
  Protests concerning the eligibility of a competitor may be submit-

ted at any time up to the end of the protest time for the competition in 
 question. 

10.2.2  Protests During and After Competitions
  Protests concerning violation of rules by competitors and team staff, 

mistakes made by offi cials, competition conditions and the Provisional 
Results must be submitted in the time period between the start of zero-
ing for the competition until 15 minutes after the posting of the Provi-
sional Results. A clear announcement must be made by the OC immedi-
ately after the posting of the Provisional Results to inform everyone that 
they have been posted. 

10.2.3  Repetition or Annulment
  If the examination of a protest reveals circumstances which are so seri-

ous that they make the sporting value of the competition doubtful, or if 
the Competition Jury from its own observation comes to the same con-
clusion, the Competition Jury may decide to repeat the competition or to 
annul the competition without repetition. 

11. PENALTIES

 For penalties, refer to the IBU Disciplinary Rules. 

12. WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS – EVENT RULES 

12.1    GENERAL REGULATIONS 

12.1.1  Jurisdiction and Terms
  The WCH and Y/JWCH are IBU events and shall be held under its juris-

diction for Men, Women, Junior Men and Junior Women, and for Youth 
Men and Youth Women. In this section the rules stipulated for WCH shall 
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also apply to the Y/JWCH unless a specific difference is indicated. 

12.1.2 	 Event Dates
	� WCH shall be held for Men and Women together annually during dates 

approved by the IBU EB, but shall not be held during years of the OWG. 
Y/JWCH for Junior Men and Junior Women and for Youth Men and Youth 
Women together shall be held annually during dates approved by the 
IBU EB. If any IBU authorized competition is not in the program of the 
OWG, a WCH competition shall be held for it in years of the OWG. 

12.1.3 	 Best Biathletes – Financial Responsibility and Selection
	� Each OC of the WCH must pay the accommodation and meal expenses for 

the best male and the best female Biathletes for a maximum of twelve days 
during the WCH according to the numbers of Biathletes set by the IBU EB. 
Selection of the best Biathletes at the WCH will be from the top rankings 
of the current WC Total Score prior to the start of the WCH. 

12.2 	   BIDS TO HOST AND APPOINTMENT OF OCS 

12.2.1 	 General
	� The task of organizing the WCH shall be entrusted to a Member Federa-

tion of the IBU, for the appointed location, by the IBU Congress at least 
four years and not more than five years in advance. 

12.2.2 	 Application to Host a WCH
	� The bid to host a WCH must be submitted by a NF wishing to host to the 

IBU SG in writing, and the application must be received not later than 90 
days before the applicable IBU Congress. The site for which the bid is 
made must have a current IBU license. The application must be submit-
ted using the official IBU application form and must be signed by the NF 
President or SG. 

12.2.3 	 The IBU Event Hosting Declaration
	� After a host for a WCH has been appointed, the hosting NF must sign the 

IBU Event Hosting Declaration. By signing, the hosting NF shall testify 
that it accepts and will fulfill, in the required time, the tasks, measures 
and duties stipulated in the Declaration. 

12.3 	   EVENT SCHEDULE AND PROGRAM

	� The proposed event schedule and program will be established by the OC 
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in consultation with the RD/Asst. RD and submitted to the IBU Head-
quarters at least two years prior to the start of the event. The program 
must be submitted to the TC for review and must be approved by the IBU 
EB at the latest one year prior to the start of the WCH. 

12.4    PROGRESS REPORTS

 The OC must report regularly about its progress to the IBU. 

12.5    INFORMATION BULLETINS AND INVITATIONS 

12.5.1  Preliminary Information
  At least one year prior to the WCH, the OC must send a preliminary 

information bulletin approved by the RD/Asst. RD to all IBU Member 
Federations and to the IBU Headquarters. The bulletin must provide all 
signifi cant information about the WCH which is required by the NFs at 
that time. 

12.5.2  Offi cial Invitation
  Not later than 1 September of the year preceding the WCH, the OC must 

send the offi cial invitations approved by the RD to all IBU NFs and to 
the IBU Headquarters. NFs which require a special invitation for visa 
purposes must request them from the OC. 

12.5.3  Final Bulletin
  Not later than 15 October prior to the WCH, the OC must circulate a de-

tailed information bulletin to all IBU NFs and to the IBU Headquarters. 
The bulletin must provide detailed information in accordance with the 
Organizers’ Guide. 

12.5.4.  Electronic Bulletins and Invitations
  Bulletins and invitations may be sent in electronic form by e-mail and by 

placing it on a website, with notifi cation by e-mail. 

12.6    PARTICIPATION 

12.6.1  Quotas - WCH 

12.6.1.1  Maximum Registration and Entries
  Each NF in good standing shall have the right to register a maximum 

of 8 male and 8 female competitors and to enter 4 male and 4 female 
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competitors in the Individual and Sprint competitions. Additionally, the 
NFs of the Individual, Sprint and Mass Start champions of the previous 
year’s OWG or WCH will be granted the right to enter those competitors 
at the WCH Individual, Sprint and Mass Start competitions respectively, 
in addition to their NF’s quota. 

12.6.1.2 	Pursuit Competitions
	� The top 60 competitors from the qualifying competition shall be entitled 

to start in the Pursuit competition. 

12.6.1.3 	Mass Start Competitions
	� The Mass Start competition entries shall consist of 30 competitors, se-

lected as follows: the top 15 from the WC Total Score plus any medal 
winners that are not among the top 15 in the WC Total Score, then the 
remaining competitors shall be filled in from the points they have ac-
quired in the Individual, Sprint and Pursuit competitions of the WCH 
being held, in ranking order. Start numbers shall be assigned in the 
order as follows: the gold medalist of the first personal competition of 
the WCH shall receive start number 1; the gold medalist of the second 
personal competition shall receive number 2; and the gold medalist of 
the third personal competition shall receive number 3, with the silver 
medalists of the personal competition receiving start numbers in the 
same order beginning with start number 4 – 6, and bronze medalists in 
the same way beginning with start number 7 – 9. The top competitors in 
the current WC Total Score will receive start number 10, and so on. If a 
competitor has won more than one medal in the personal competitions 
of the WCH being held, he will receive the lowest start number in keep-
ing with the above sequence and other competitors will move up in the 
same order, and the same principle shall apply if more than one com-
petitor wins multiple medals, or if one or more competitors are missing. 
Four competitors will be the maximum number of entries for any NF. 
However, if an NF has more than four medalists, then all medalists of 
this NF will be entitled to start. In addition to the NF’s quota, the cham-
pion of the previous year’s OWG or WCH in Mass Start will be allowed 
to be entered. Unless he is not already selected in accordance with the 
above rule, he shall receive start number 30. 
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12.6.1.4  Relay Competitions
  The best 30 NFs, for Men and Women, may enter Relay teams based on 

the previous year’s Nations Cup Score. 

12.6.1.5  Mixed Relay Competitions
  A maximum of 30 Mixed Relay Teams shall be allowed to participate, 

based on the sum of the NF’s current Nations Cup Score for Men and 
Women. 

12.6.1.6  Team Staff
  NFs shall be allowed to register team staff according to the number of 

competitors they registered. If this number is 4 or less, they shall be al-
lowed to register a maximum of 4 team staff members. Starting from 5 
competitors the maximum number of team staff that may be registered 
shall equal the number of competitors registered by the respective NF. 
If the OC is able to accept more than this number, the number must be 
stated in the invitation along with the conditions for the extra staff. 

12.6.2  Quota – Y/JWCH 

12.6.2.1  Maximum Registration and Entries
  Each NF may register a maximum of fi ve each of Junior Men and Junior 

Women, and fi ve each Youth Men and Youth Women for the Y/JWCH. En-
tries for specifi c competitions at Y/JWCH shall be as follows: 

12.6.2.2  Individual and Sprint Competitions
  A maximum of four competitors per NF may be entered for each Junior 

Men, Junior Women, Youth Men and Youth Women. Additionally, the NFs 
of the Individual and Sprint champions of the previous year’s Y/JWCH 
shall be granted the right to enter them at the Y/JWCH Individual and 
Sprint competitions in addition to their NF’s quota, as long as the com-
petitors are still in the same class as they were at the previous Y/JWCH. 

12.6.2.3  Pursuit Competitions
  The top 60 competitors from the qualifying competitions will be entered 

for each of the competitions Junior Men, Junior Women, Youth Men and 
Youth Women. 

12.6.2.4  Relay Competitions
  Each NF shall have the right to enter one Relay team per class for the Y/

JWCH Relay competitions. 
 A competitor may start in one Relay only (Youth or Junior). 
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12.6.2.5 	Team Staff
	� Article 12.6.1.6 shall apply accordingly. 

12.7 	   AWARDS 

12.7.1 	 Official Medals
	�� Competitors placed first, second and third in the Individual, Sprint, Pur-

suit and Mass Start competitions shall be awarded the IBU medal in 
gold, silver and bronze, respectively. Each member of the Relay teams 
placed first, second and third shall be awarded the IBU medal, in gold, 
silver and bronze, respectively. 

12.7.1.1 	Awards Ceremony
	� The presentation of the official World Championships medals must in-

clude flag raising and national anthems. Competitors may not appear 
with their competition materials/equipment. 

12.7.1.2	Flower Ceremony
	� The flower ceremony is the presentation of the top 8 competitors and 

top 6 Relay teams immediately after the end of the competition. The 
competitors shall appear wearing their competition start numbers and 
may have with them their competition materials/ equipment. 

12.7.2 	 Other Prizes
	� The Organizing Committee and other bodies may present other prizes. 

12.8 	   LEADER START NUMBERS

	� The competitors, both Men and Women, who are the best ranked in the 
current World Cup Score for the Individual, Sprint, Pursuit and Mass 
Start competitions shall wear a numbered “World Cup Leader” start 
number during the World Championships instead of a conventional start 
number. World Cup Leader Bib colors:

	 a) 	Total Score leaders - yellow 
	 b) 	Individual, Sprint, Pursuit, Mass Start leaders - red
	 c) 	�Total Score leaders who are at the same time best ranked in the re-

spective competition type - yellow/red combined. 
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13. THE OLYMPIC WINTER GAMES – EVENT RULES 

13.1    RULES

  The IOC has jurisdiction over the OWG; however, these Event and Com-
petition Rules shall apply for the OWG except when otherwise stipulated 
by IOC regulations. For the Mass Start competition at OWG, the World 
Championships Event Rules shall apply accordingly, except that the pre-
vious year’s world champion shall not be allowed to start in addition to 
the NF quota unless otherwise qualifi ed. 

13.2    SCHEDULE AND PROGRAM

  The event schedule and program for the competitions will be estab-
lished by the OC in consultation with the RD/TD and Assistant TD. The 
schedule and program must be submitted to the TC for review and must 
be approved by the IBU EB. 

13.3   NATIONAL FEDERATION QUOTA
  The NF Registration and Entry Quota for the OWG shall be based on 

NF’s ranking of Nations Cup Points achieved at the two preceding World 
Championship events, scoring the top three athletes of each NF in the 
Individual, Sprint, and Relay competitions. Further details are deter-
mined by agreement between the IOC and IBU EB. Note: for the OWG 
2010, the Relay competition will not count and the IBU Point system will 
be used as described in the letter to the IOC dated 20 May 2007. 

14. CONTINENTAL CHAMPIONSHIPS AND CONTINENTAL CUPS – EVENT RULES 

14.1    CONTINENTAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

14.1.1  General
  The CCH are IBU events that are organized under its jurisdiction jointly 

for Men, Women, Junior Men and Junior Women. These rules shall apply 
to the following championships:

 a.  Asian Championships (ACH)
 b.  Open European Championships (OECH U26) 
 c.  North American Championships (NACH)
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	 d. 	South American Championships (SACH).
	� FOR CCHs, the host will be appointed two years in advance of the event 

by the EB based on recommendations by the TC. OECH U26 are subject 
to an event hosting declaration. 

14.1.2 	 Inspection
	� The immediate inspection is to be exercised by an IBU Asst. RD whose 

expenses are to be paid by the OC. 

14.1.3 	 Competition Types
	� The following competition types shall be authorized for CCH: Individual, 

Sprint, Pursuit, Mass Start, Mixed Relay and Relay. All official IBU class-
es of competitors will be authorized to participate as set by the respec-
tive NFs of the continent. 

14.1.4 	 Eligibility and Participation
	� Biathletes of all IBU member NFs shall be eligible to participate in CC 

and CCH events. 
	� However, only members of the teams of the host continent NFs shall be 

eligible to be Continental Champions and medalists. Participation quo-
tas will be set by the respective NFs of the continent. 

14.1.5 	 Competition Rules
	� The IBU Event and Competition Rules shall apply to the CCH. Special 

rules may be prepared and set by the respective NFs of the continent. 
CCH rules are detailed in Annex D. 

14.1.6 	 Awards
	� Official IBU medals will be awarded to the competitors as follows: first 

place – gold; second – silver; third – bronze. Additional prizes may be 
awarded by the respective NFs of the continent. 

14.2 	   CONTINENTAL CUPS 

14.2.1 	 General
	� The CC are IBU events that are organized under its jurisdiction. They can 

be organized as joint event series for Men, Women, Junior Men, Junior 
Women, Youth Men and Youth Women. The CCH rules shall apply to CC 
with the following exceptions. The following CC Series are authorized:

	 a. 	Asian Cup (AC)
	 b. 	IBU Cup (Open European Cup)
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 c.  North America Cup (NAC)
 d.  South America Cup (SAC). 

14.2.2  Not to be Held Together with WC
  The CC are separate events and may not be organized at the same venue 

together with WC competitions. 

14.2.3  Event Hosting Applications and Appointment of NFs
  Each IBU member NF may apply to organize one or more CC event(s) a 

season. Applications must be submitted to the IBU SG by the deadline 
established by the EB. The host NFs will be appointed by the IBU EB 
based on recommendations of the TC. 

14.2.4  Competition Rules
  The IBU Event and Competition Rules shall apply to the CC. Special 

rules may be prepared and set by the respective NFs of the continent. 
The CC competition rules are detailed in Annex E. 

14.2.5  Juries
  Only Competition Juries will be established, under IBU jurisdiction 

for CC events. NFs of the continent may establish a Jury of Appeal for 
events. 

15. WORLD CUP – EVENT RULES 

15.1    GENERAL REGULATIONS 

15.1.1  Jurisdiction
  WC are IBU events and shall be held under its jurisdiction for Men and 

Women. These Rules shall apply for WC events. 

15.1.2  TD and IR Expenses
  The travel, accommodation and meal costs, and daily allowance of the 

IBU TD and IRs shall be borne by the OC for the period they are required 
for the event, in accordance with the current IBU policy. 

15.1.3  Best Biathletes – Financial Responsibility and Selection
  Each OC of a WC event must pay the accommodation and meal expenses for 

the best male and the best female Biathletes for a maximum of seven full 
days for a three-competition WC event and fi ve full days for a two-compe-
tition WC event, according to the numbers of Biathletes set by the IBU EB. 
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Selection of the best Biathletes for the current competition season, up to 
the end of December, will be from the top rankings of the previous year’s 
World Cup Total Score. For the part of the season beginning on 1 Janu-
ary, the selection will be from the top rankings in the World Cup Total 
Score as of the end of December. For the part of the season beginning 
on 1 February, the selection will be from the top rankings in the World 
Cup Total Score as of the end of January and will continue on that basis 
for the remainder of the season. 

15.2 	   WC ANNUAL SCHEDULING 

15.2.1 	 Number of WC per Season
	� The number of events to be held shall be determined by the IBU EB 

based on the recommendation by the TC. 

15.2.2 	 WC Annual Calendar
	� WC events shall be held prior to and after the annual WCH or the OWG. 

They are to be held in the time-frame set by the IBU EB. 

15.3 	   BIDS TO HOST AN EVENT AND APPOINTMENT OF HOSTS 

15.3.1 	 Authority to Appoint
	� Hosts of WC events shall be appointed by the IBU EB, based on a recom-

mendation by the IBU TC. 

15.3.2 	 Applications to Host WC Events
	� Applications for hosting WC events must be submitted by the applying 

NFs to the IBU Headquarters before the deadline established by the IBU 
EB. An IBU A license is required to apply. Applications must be submit-
ted to the IBU Headquarters using the official IBU application form and 
must be signed by the President or SG of the NF. 

15.3.2.1 	�A NF may apply to organize one or more WC events during a competition 
season. Normally a NF may organize only one WC event per season. 

15.3.3 	 The IBU Event Hosting Declaration
	� The hosting NF must sign the IBU Event Hosting Declaration, thereby 

testifying that it accepts and will fulfill, in the required time, the tasks, 
measures and duties stipulated in the Declaration. 
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15.4    WC PROGRAM

  The program for a WC event will be established by the IBU EB in consul-
tation with the event host, the broadcasting company with which the IBU 
has entered a contractual agreement for TV distribution and the TC, as 
soon as possible. 

15.5    INVITATIONS

  Invitations to WC events must be approved by the RD and must be sent 
by the OC to all IBU NFs and the IBU Headquarters not later than three 
months before the start of the event. The invitation may be sent elec-
tronically by email or posting on a website with notifi cation by e-mail. 

15.6    PARTICIPATION 

15.6.1  Registration and Entry Quotas
  Based on the previous year’s Nations Cup Score fi nal standings, NFs 

may participate with the following numbers of male and female com-
petitors respectively at WC events: Individual and Sprint Competitions 
The quota is based on the NF’s ranking in the previous season’s Nations 
Cup Score: 

 

15.6.2  Additional Start Rights at WC Final on the basis of IBU Cup Total Score 
For the World Cup Final, the winner of the IBU Cup Total Score for men 
and women can be entered in addition to the NF quota and the respec-
tive NFs shall receive additional funding (as determined annually by the 
EB) for this competitor’s participation. Furthermore, NFs are allowed 
to enter competitors in addition to the quota based on how many com-

NF CUP RANKING  REGISTER  ENTER

1 - 4  8  7

5 - 8  7  6

9 - 12  6  5

13 - 22  5  4

23  - up 5 2
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petitors they have ranked in the top 10 of the IBU Cup Total Score Final 
Standing up to a maximum of two per NF. The NF is free to use these 
additional entries for any qualified competitor.

 15.6.3 	Pursuit Competitions
	� For the Pursuit competition, the top 60 competitors from the qualifying 

competition shall be entitled to start. 

15.6.4 	 Mass Start Competitions
	� The Mass Start competition entries shall consist of the top 30 competi-

tors in the current WC Total Score list. If competitors are missing, filling 
in will be done from the current WC Total Score list in rank order. Start 
numbers shall be assigned based on the list standings - with the top 
ranking NF receiving number 1, the second number 2, and so on. 

15.6.5 	 Relay Competitions
	� The best 30 nations may enter Relay teams for Men and Women respec-

tively, based on the previous season’s Nations Cup Score. 

15.6.6 	 Team Staff
	� NFs shall be allowed to register team staff according to the number of 

competitors they registered. If this number is 4 or less, they shall be al-
lowed to register a maximum of 4 team staff members. Starting from 5 
competitors the maximum number of team staff that may be registered 
shall be equal to the number of competitors registered by the respective 
NF. If the OC is able to accept more than this number, the number must 
be stated in the invitation along with the conditions for the extra staff. 

15.6.7 	 NFs Not Registered in Time
	� NFs that have not registered their team by name by the official deadline 

may participate if the OC accepts the registration and if it is approved by 
the TD. 

15.7	   WORLD CUP LEADER START NUMBERS AND FLOWER CEREMONY 

15.7.1 	 General
	� The competitors, both Men and Women, who are the best ranked in the 

current World Cup Score in the Individual, Sprint, Pursuit and Mass Start 
competitions, and in the WC Total Score must wear during the competi-
tion a “World Cup Leader” start number. 
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15.7.2  World Cup Leader Start Numbers
  The WC leader start numbers shall have the competitors’ number ac-

cording to the start list and be coloured as follows:
 a.  WC Total Score leaders – yellow;
 b.  Each Individual, Sprint, Pursuit, Mass Start leader – red;
 c.   WC Total Score leaders who are at the same time best ranked in the 

respective competition type – yellow/red combined. 
  Numbers shall be printed on the start numbers. Any advertising on the 

WC leader start numbers shall be totally under IBU jurisdiction. 

15.7.3  Provision of Leader Start Numbers
  The World Cup leader start numbers shall be provided by the IBU and 

will be brought to WC events as organized by IBU. 

15.7.4 Flower Ceremony
  The fl ower ceremony is the presentation of the top 8 competitors and 

top 6 Relay teams immediately after the end of the competition. The 
competitors shall appear wearing their competition start numbers and 
may have with them their competition materials/equipment. 

15.8    WORLD CUP SCORING SYSTEM 

15.8.1  General
  A scoring system will be used to refl ect the competition performance 

of competitors, Relay teams and NFs throughout each WC competition 
season. Those competitors who have attained the highest fi nal scores of 
the season shall be the winners. 

15.8.1.1  Types of Scores
  The following types of scores will be used.

 a.  World Cup Total Score;
 b.  World Cup Individual Score;
 c.  World Cup Sprint Score;
 d.  World Cup Pursuit Score;
 e.  World Cup Mass Start Score;
 f.  World Cup Relay Score;
 g.  Nations Cup Score. 
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15.8.2 	 Awarding of Points
	� There will be two kinds of points awarded at WC and WCH, or OWG, 

competitions: World Cup points and Nations Cup points. They will be 
awarded as follows: 

15.8.2.1 	World Cup Points
	� At each WC, WCH or OWG Individual, Sprint, Pursuit, Mass Start and 

Relay competition, a first place shall give the competitor (relay)
	 1. 	place 	 60 Points; 
	 2. 	place 	 54 Points; 
	 3. 	place 	 48 Points;
	 4. 	place 	 43 Points; 
	 5. 	place 	 40 Points; 
	 6. 	place 	 38 Points; 
	 7.	 place 	 36 Points; 
	 8. 	place 	 34 Points;
	 9. 	place 	 32 Points;
	 10.place 	 31 Points further decreasing by one down to  
			   … 40. place (1 Point). 

15.8.2.2 	Nations Cup Points
	� At each IBU Cup, WC, WCH or OWG Individual and Sprint competition the 

following points are awarded: 
	 1. 	place 	 160 points
	 2. 	place 	 154 points
	 3. 	place 	 148 points
	 4. 	place 	 143 points
	 5. 	place 	 140 points
	 6. 	place 	 138 points 
	 7. 	place 	 136 points
	 8. 	place 	 134 points
	 9. 	place 	 132 points
	 10.place 	 131 �points and then decreasing by one point  

down to the last place.  

15.8.3 	 Criteria
	� The number of competitions to be scored in each type of competition, 

the Total Score and the Nations Cup score will be set annually by the EB 
upon recommendation of the TC and will be published in the IBU Biath-
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lon Calendar. 

15.8.3.1  WC Total, Individual, Sprint, Pursuit, Mass Start and Relay Scores
  Scoring will be based on the Individual, Sprint, Pursuit, Mass Start and 

Relay competitions of the WC events and the WCH, or OWG, of that sea-
son. 

15.8.3.2  Nations Cup Score
  Scoring of the Nations Cup shall be based on all of the WC and WCH, or 

OWG, Individual, Sprint, and Relay competitions of that season. 

15.8.4  Calculation 

15.8.4.1  World Cup Total Score
  For all competitors, the World Cup Total Score will be based on the Indi-

vidual, Sprint, Pursuit and Mass Start competitions. The scores from the 
set numbers of competitions will be added together and the sum will be 
the WC Total Score. 

15.8.4.2  World Cup Individual, Sprint, Pursuit and Mass Start score
  The WC score of each of the types of the competitions will be calculated 

the same way by adding together the scores of the set number of com-
petitions for each type. 

15.8.4.3  Nations Cup Score
 a)   The NFs’ best three competitors’ Nations Cup points in Individual 

and Sprint competitions shall be added together and that sum shall 
become the NF’s Nations Cup Score for that competition. The Relay 
Nations Cup points shall be added to those from the Individual and 
Sprint; the cumulative sum shall become the respective NF’s current 
ranking. 

 b)   After the WC Final, based on numbers set by the IBU EB, the best 
Individual, best Sprint and the best Relay competition Nations Cup 
Scores for each NF shall be counted from all of the Individual, Sprint, 
and Relay competitions of that season and will be added together. 
The sum will become the NF’s Nations Cup Score. 

15.8.5  Breaking of Ties in Standings
  If there is an equal number of points in any standings during or at the 

end of the season, the best placed competitor or NF shall be the one 
who won more fi rst places, and if there is still a tie, who won the most 
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second places, etc. If, after following this procedure, the tie cannot be 
broken, a tie will be declared. 

15.8.6 	 World Cup Score 

15.8.6.1 	Interim Standings
	� After each WC and WCH, or OWG competition, the OC of the event must 

compile and distribute a World Cup interim standing list based on the 
results of that and the preceding competitions. 

15.8.6.2 	Final Score
	� The OC of the World Cup Final must compile and distribute lists for the 

final Score of all the World Cup and Nations Cup Scores to all NFs that 
took part in any WC event in that season. 

15.9 	   AWARDS 

15.9.1 	 General
	� World Cup trophies will be awarded at the end of the competition sea-

son, based on the World Cup Score final standings. In order to avoid 
extremely lengthy ceremonies, the trophies will be awarded by the IBU 
Representative in a dignified ceremony after the last competition of each 
competition type of a season. 

15.9.2 	 Award Categories
	 The World Cup trophies shall be awarded to:
	 a. 	the Man and Woman placed first in the World Cup Total Score;
	 b. 	the Man and Woman placed first in the World Cup Individual Score;
	 c. 	the Man and Woman placed first in the World Cup Sprint Score;
	 d. 	the Man and Woman placed first in the World Cup Pursuit Score;
	 e. 	the Man and Woman placed first in the World Cup Mass Start Score;
	 f. 	� the NFs placed first in the Men’s and Women’s World Cup Relay 

Scores;
	 g. 	�the NFs placed first in the Men’s and Women’s World Cup Nations 

Score. 

15.9.3 	 Right to Retain Trophies
	 World Cup trophies may be retained as follows:
	 a. 	�The World Cup trophies awarded for the World Cup Total, Individual, 

Sprint, Pursuit and Mass Start Scores shall become the property of 
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the winners.
 b.   The World Cup trophies awarded for the World Cup Relay Score shall 

become the property of that NF.
 c.   The Cup for the World Cup Nations Score is a perpetual challenge 

cup that will be retained by the IBU. Miniature cups, for retention by 
the winning NFs, will be awarded every year. 

15.9.4  Provision of Trophies
  The World Cup trophies and certifi cates shall be provided by and at the 

expense of the IBU. 

15.9.5  World Cup and Nations Cup Certifi cates
  The IBU will present a certifi cate to the 10 best placed competitors and 

NFs according to the World Cup Total Score and Nations Cup. In each 
type of competition the IBU will present a certifi cate to the top placed 
competitor at the end of a competition season. The presentations will 
take place during the WC Final at a suitable occasion. 

15.9.6  Other Prizes
 The OC and other bodies may present other prizes. 

15.9.7  Prize Money
 Prize money shall be permitted in amounts as directed by the IBU EB. 

16. ENTRY INTO FORCE

  The IBU Event and Competition Rules were adopted by the 1998 Con-
gress and amended by the 2000, 2002, 2004 and 2006 Congresses. The 
last amended version entered into force on 7 September 2008.


